
 

Festive & Safe: It's everyone's business   

In Gaspésie and on the Magdalen Islands, festivals and community organisations will 

be working together 

Gaspé, April 18, 2023 – The festival season is fast approaching, and it's a reminder of the 

cases of sexual assault and involuntary GHB intoxication that occurred at various festivals and 

were publicised in the media in the summer of 2022. With this in mind, the Table de 

concertation des groupes de femmes de la Gaspésie et des Îles-de-la-Madeleine (TCGF-GÎM) 

and its partners, Mi-Chemin de Gaspé, Calacs La Bôme-Gaspésie, Calacs L’Espoir des Îles, 

and its partners, Mi-Chemin de Gaspé, Calacs La Bôme-Gaspésie and Calacs L'Espoir des 

Îles, are combining their expertise to help festive venues in the region put in place effective, 

guilt-free prevention measures for victims.  

Sara Ternoir, project officer with the TCGF-GÎM, points out that the phenomenon of sexual 

assault in the context of festivals and festive spaces is not new: “mass gatherings, festivals 

and festive venues are times when sexual assault is more likely to occur.” Elsewhere in the 

province – and elsewhere in the world – a number of initiatives already exist to ensure the 

safety of women in this type of context. Ternoir is also urging the public to be aware that our 

region has high rates of sexual violence, and young girls and women are the main targets. 

Well aware of the problem, Festiplage, BleuBleu and Festival de musique du bout du monde 

three major cultural events that draw crowds from outside the region – quickly confirmed their 

interest in taking part in the project and benefiting from the tools that will be developed. 

 

The program at partner festivals 

With the support of the TCGF-GÎM, Bleubleu Festival and Festival de musique du bout du 

monde are already in the process of structuring themselves and putting in place tools and 

protocols to combat sexual assault and involuntary intoxication during their events. Among the 

measures that will be put in place, safe spaces will be dedicated to welcoming people who 

feel the need, community workers and interveners specialising in sexual assault will be on 

site, and identifiable volunteers at the various venues will be trained to detect problem 

situations and act on them. A communications campaign (social media, posters, interviews) 

will also be implemented. The message from the organisers of Festiplage, FMBM and 

BleuBleu is clear: zero tolerance for aggression. The festivals are also calling on anyone 

interested in volunteering to contribute to the above measures to contact them. 

 

https://www.mi-chemin-de-gaspe-inc.com/
https://calacslabomegaspesie.com/
https://www.calacsdesiles.com/
https://festiplage.com/
https://www.festivalbleubleu.com/
https://musiqueduboutdumonde.com/


This project is made possible thanks to the financial support of the Fonds régions et ruralité 

offered by the Ministère des affaires municipales et de l'habitation. 

 

About 

The Table de concertation des groupes de femmes de la Gaspésie et des Îles-de-la-Madeleine 

(Gaspésie-Magdalen Islands women's groups round table) takes action to collectively defend 

women's rights through popular education, mobilisation and representation activities. It acts 

politically, without partisanship, to ensure that the rights and interests of women in our region 

are respected in diverse areas such as health, education and the region's social and economic 

development.  
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Information and interview requests: 

 

Sara Ternoir | (581) 887-7941 or sternoir@femmesgim.qc.ca  
Project officer, Table de concertation des groupes de femmes de la Gaspésie et des Îles-de-

la-Madeleine  

Audrée Loiselle | 514.951.6506, audreloiselle@gmail.com 
Press relations, BleuBleu 
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